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to eat and had something to do. All our servants were
convicts and we never had any trouble with them. They
did all the work here at first. Some of them—especially
the Communards—were good tradesmen. These chairs we
are sitting on were made by them. And all the furniture
inside was made by the Communards at He des Pins.' And
the old lady led the way in from the garden where we had
been sitting to show me the beautiful cupboards and chests
made by the convict cabinet-makers.
' Even these lace curtains were made by women deportees.
Poor things, most of them were more sinned against than
sinners. Most of them were unmarried mothers who had
killed their babies. They'd have done better if they'd
deported the men that got them into bother.'
'Do you remember much about the native revolts ?5
41 remember very well when they murdered some settlers
over at Mont D'Or. We heard the drums beating for days
before. Then we could see from Noumea the smoke, and
even see the natives dancing about on the shore, after they
killed the police, too. They had to send over a whole
regiment of soldiers to punish them.
"But another time I was nearly caught myself. That was
In 1878., when the big revolt broke out. A friend and I were
riding on horseback near Boulouparis, when we heard a
terrible shouting and yelling, and there, swarming up the
sides of the valley, were dozens of Kanakas, horribly painted
and with spears and axes in their hands. They were
screaming and roaring as they clambered up after us. We
belted our horses, and what with our shouting and the
yelling of the natives, they nearly went mad with fright.
The natives were trying to head us off at a narrow part of
the road, but they weren't quick enough. It's a good thing
they didn't have guns like most of them had. They threw
their spears and stones at us, but we got safely to the main
road, and hardly stopped galloping till we got back to
Noumea. We heard then that the natives had been murdering
people everywhere and that the authorities had rounded up
all the Noumean natives and Interned them.*

